CHAPTER I
EARLY YEARS
EVELYN prefaces the more regular entries of his
Journal by brief notes on the first twenty years of his
life. These can be supplemented by other in-
formation, more especially in connection with his
mother's family, with whom as a little boy he was
brought into intimate contact.
There is no need to enter into the ramifications of
the Evelyn pedigree, nor to trace the descent from the
fifteenth-century Evelyn of Harrow, We need go no
further back than the grandparents, John's grand-
father, George Evelyn of Long Ditton, Godstonc, and
of Wotton, which he purchased in 1579 from Henry
Owen, died in 1603, He carried on the manufacture
of gunpowder at Long Ditton. George's fourth son,
Richard, inherited Wotton, and on the 27th of
January, 1613, at St. Thomas's, Southwark, married
Eleanor, daughter of John Stansficld of Lewes,
They had five children, George the eldest inherited
Wotton, John was the second, and Richard the third
son, Elizabeth Darcy and Jane Glanville were the
two daughters- The vast number of cousins need not
be brought into the picture,
We should not get from a careful painting a better
portrait of his father than John Evelyn gives in the